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ENERAL DEFICIENCY BILL, 1916. 



WEDiraSDAT, AITOTTST 80, ISIO. 

United States Senate, 
subcoumitteb on appropriations, 
' Washin0(m., D. C. 

The subcommittee met, ptirsuant to call, at 2.30 o'clock p. m. in 
the committee room, Capitol, Senator Thomas S. Martin presiding. 

Present: Senators Martin (diairman), Bryan, Shafroth, Under- 
wood, and Smoot, 

The subcommittee thereupon proceeded to consider the bill (H. R. 
1764.5} making appropriations to supply deficiencies in appropriations 
for the fiscal year ending Jxme 30, 1916, and prior fiscal years, and 
for other purposes. 

EXPLOSION IN SENATE BECEPTION ROOM IN 1915. 

STATEHEKT OF GHABLES E. KTTNBOE, FBOFESSOB OF CHEK- 
ISTBY, GEOBGE WASHIK&TOXT UNIVEBSITT. 

The Chairman (Senator Martin). Prof. Munroe, we shall be glad 
to have you "explain what work you did. 

Mr. MuNKOE. i/ir. Chairman', I have been engaged in this work 
since 1S71, and I suppose I am regarded as an expert in explosives, 
among other things. Chents retain me at $500 retainer and 1100 
a day, or $250 if I go into court. I was called in to do this work, 
and 1 charged the same fee. 

The Chaibman. What fee? 

Mr. McNBOE. J'ifteen hundred dollars. 

Senator Smoot. That is, you charged $500 as a retainer and $100 
a day for the 10 days that you served. 

it. MuNEOE. Yes. 

The Chaibman. You only worked for 10 days? 

Mr. Munroe. I was here at the Capitol. I rose on the morning of 
that day, July 2 

The Chaibman. But the question is— we are very much pressed 
for time — you gave 10 days to this work? 

Mr, Munroe. I did. I not only came here to the Capitol, but I 
went down to Minneola, went over the ground of the trip, and found 
out, because I beUeved this man^ — — 

The Chairman. You are an expert on explosives? 

Mr. MuNBOE. It has been recorded in the Senate and in the 
House 

The Chairman. I ask the question and I should like to haveyoV 
answer it directly. 
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Mr. MuNEOE. Why should I aay I was ? 

The Chairman. I ask you. If you are not, please say so. 

Mr, MuNHOE. I am. 

The Chairhan. What explosives did you investigate in connection, 
with this matter ? ■ 

Mr. MuNBOE. Iq this case it turned out that Mr. Holt used dyna- 
mite, and he used a pecuhar bomb, the mo^ F«markftble bomb that 
has ever been devteed; and think of its being devised by a professor 
of languages. That is a curiotis tWng, for a professor of language to 
have devised a bomb of a kind that was not knofru. 

The Chairman. If you will excuse me, we are obliged to save 
time. We do not want a disquisition of that sort. , We went an 
explanation of the work that you did. 

Mr. MuNfiOE, I oame to the Capitol early in the morning and 
stayed until after midnight the firat dav. Then I came up here 
again and again examined the debris, sifted it through sieves, and 
went through all that to find any evidence of the character of the 
material that produced the explosiDQ. Then I went on to New 
York, and I went down to Mineola, and I went down to Central Park, 
Long Island, where he had had a place, and went over his whole 
career, and made a report which is before VoU. 

Senator Smoot. That Was after Mr. Holt made the confession ? 

Mr. MuNBOB. You need not appropriate a dollar for me. I have 
served the Government again ana ^gain. In 1898 the War Departs 
ment called me in to adviae them in Washington ; they sent me on to 
Sandy Hook, and so on, and they never have paid me a dollar for 
my expenses, and vou need not. I have not come up here to get a 
dollar. You people do not have to pay me a dollar when you call 
me in. You may do it or you may not, as you please. I do not want 
a dollar; that is not the idea. I am not here to collect money. I 
served my Government; I charged you what I ordinarily charge 
people, and I am not going to dispute the account with you. You 
can do what you please. 

Senator Bryan. 1 should like to ask you a question. How long 
after the explosion was it before Holt committed suicide ? 

Mr. MuNKOE. I think it was within two days after that. He went 
on from bere and shot Morgan, and then went down to Mineola, &nd 
that night he committed smcide. I was there at the jail. 

Senator Bryan. In his confession did he state What explosive it 
was that he used ? 

Mr. MuNBOE. I can not tell you that. I am writing reports every 
day. 

Senator Brtan. Do you or not remember ? 

Mr. MuNROE. No; I will not rehearse that report; you have it 
betore you. The report is the best evidence. 

Senator Bryan. But what did be say in his confession— that be 
used dynamite ? 

Mr. Mltjroe. Why, I was not there. His confession was made to 
other people than to mo — to Commissioner Woods, of New York. ^ 

Senator Bryan. You saw it, though, did you not! You have seen 
what purported to be Holt's confession ? 

Mr. MuNBOE. Why, I gave it to you. The report is before you. 

Senator Bryan. In his confession did he say that he used dynamite t 
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Mr. MtjNHOB. I think he did, but I will not say now. I think he 
bought it of the Aetna Explosive Co. — Aetna dynamite. You want 
nae now to try and rerive my memory on the moment. 

Senator BftTAK. Not at all. 

Mr. MuNSOB. Yes; he bought 60 per cent dynamite from the 
Aetna D^amite Co. in New York, and it ought not to have been 
sold to him. It is not allowed. 

Senator Brtam. How long after the explosion was it before he 
committed Buicide 1 I do not remember. 

Mr. MuNROB. I think he left here that night, and he went on and 
shot Morgan the next day. He was taken prisoner and cKrried to 
Mineola, and he committed suicide the next night. 

Senator Bbtan. And in that confession he said that it was dyn^ 
mite that he used, did he not t 

Mr. MuNBOE. Yes. 

Senator Bbtan. When did you reach the conclxision that he had 
Used dynamited 

Mr. MdNbob. Why do you bring this up after years of this sort 
of thing 1 I would be wilnng to prepare myself for an examination. 
I have been before many bodies for exammation; but why should 
I come up here for $1,500? 

Senator Bryan. I am trying to get some information, and I think 
a committee of Ckn^ress has that ng^t. 

Mr. MuNBOB. I will tell you anvthing outside of that report. 

Senator Bbtan. When was it that you reached the conclusion tint 
it was dynamite that Holt used ! 

Mr. MuNBOE. On the evening of the explosion here, and it was 
reported to the neweipaper peopfe. 

Senator Bkyan. Aiia his confession confirmed that ? 

lib*. MuNBOB. It did. 

Senator Bbtan. There was no investigation that you made after 
that which had for its purpose the ascertainment of what explosive 
he used, was there ^ 

Mr. MuNBOB. No; but the investigation covered more than that. 

Senator Bbtan. What else? 

Mr. MuNBOE. That was the way in which he could produce a 
bomb that destroyed itself. When I finished my investigation and 
quit for the day up here in the reception room of the Capitol, about 
6 o'clock, I i^nt down to get my dinner and get some clothing, 
because I did not come prepared for this kind of thing that day. 
In the middle of it I was summoned up to the Capitol again, where 
I was to meet one of the commissioners of the District and, it seemed, 
the Secret Service officials of the Government, and so on. Then 
cnme the statement from New York that Holt had made a confession, 
stating that he had exploded his dynamite by means of match caps. 
They asked me if he could have used sulphuric acid. I said: "I 
think it impossible. I do not know how it could be done. We have 
iised chloTftte compositions and sulphuric acid in our old torpedoes 
in the Navy," because I Wi.s 18 yenrs with the Navy as the explosive 
expert, teachiitg the officers of the Navy at the torpedo station, the 
Naval Academy, and so on; but I said: "There has never been any- 
thing of that dort done." So they phoned back, and he said that 
fcheiy ware these percussion matches, I went over ell that whole 
thing, and I could not get an explosion of dynamite in thf.t w?.y. 



6 GENEBAL DEFICIEHCY BILL, 1916. 

I mado many experiments. I had a force of five men e.t work oti 
this matter, and we could not get that kind of an explosion. 

When I went on to New York I first saw Commissioner Woods, 
and-theu he put me in touch with the detectives in New York. Then 
I got hold oi the material that Holt had left there, and then I found 
the detonators. He said that he had extracted the detonators from 
the dynamite. I said: "You can not get any dynamite without 
detonators." When I got hold of these detonators, which are copper 
capsules containing the fulminate which explodes the dynamite, I 
found that he had gone to work and squeezed the fulminate compo- 
sition out from the aetonators, and then he had inserted that compo- 
sition in the cavity he made in the stick of dynamite, and then, with 
his peculiar matches and the sulphuric acid, he had effected this 
explosion. So he was right in saying he had extracted the detonators, 
but they were wrong in stating that he had taken sticks of dyna- 
mite 

Senator Bryan. To what purpose was your investigation directed 
after you came to the conclusion that he had produced the explo- 
sion by means of dynamite and after he had aomitted that he nad 
produced it in that wayl 

Mr. MuNBOE. Do you want this on record ? 

Senator Betan. Yes. 

Mr. MuNROE, I believed the thing was not originated by him, I 
believed it went beyond him. As I said to the chairman here, for a 
teacher of language to have devised a thing like this was something 
almost inexpHcable. 

Senator Bryan. Mr. Munroe, we are interested in explaining to the 
Senate this item of appropriation if we recommend it. 

Mr, Munroe. Yes, 

Senator Bryan. I ask you, then, to what purpose was your inves- 
tigation directed after you found out and after the man confessed 
that he used dynamite 1 What was the balance of the period of 10 
days used in doi^? 

Mr. Mdnboe. We will say seven days. That was utilized in find- 
ing out whether he was sfteaking the truth or not. You, as a lawyer, 
know that very many- — ~ 

Senator Bryan. Tnat answers my question. You were engaged 
in finding out whether or not he told the truth t 

Mr. MuNEOB. Yea. Now- let me tell you in regard to" those 
matches. There is only one match head of the kind made in the 
United States^ and a pubUcation that the Department of Agriciil- 
ture has just issued shows that they tried eight varieties and could 
not get acids to explode them, I found the one variety, and it was 
barred from s^e in the State of New York. Where aid that man 
get that variety ? 

Senator Bryan. Now, T want to ask you one more question, and then 
I shall be through. 

Mr, Monroe. It was the most curious circumstance, the whole 

Senator Bryan. What is your occupation or business ? 
Mr. MoNEOE. I am a professor o£ chemistry. 
Senator Bryan. Where ! In am institution 4 
Mr. Monroe. In the George Washington University. I am a 
member of the faculty. I was" teacher of chemistry in Harvard, 
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professor of chemistry at the Naval Academy, professor of chemistry 
at the torpedo station, and I am now professor of chemistry at the 
George Washington University. My cnief occupation is in regard 
to explosives,. hut I have had chai^ of the entire chemical industry 
of the United States. 

Senator Bryan. Is your chief occupation your employment at the 
George Washington University, or is that incidental, and is the 
greater part of your income derived in other ways t 

Mr. MuNROB. It is derived from my expert practice. 

Seuator Bryan, The greater part of your income is derived from 
■yoiir expert practice ) 

Mr. MuNROE, It is. 

Senator Bhyan. That is all I want to ask you. 

Senator Shafeoth. I should like to ask you a question. What 
compensation do you get in your position as professor at Geoi^e 
Waanington University ) 

Mr. Mtjnroe. Thirty-four hundred dollars a year. 

Senator Shafroth. That is all, 

Mr. MuNROE. Thank vou, gentlemen. , 

(The subcommittee tnereupon proceeded to the consideration of 
other matters.) 



byGooglc 



PS 



■ a a 



ll^byGOOl^lC- 



.byGoogIc 



n,g,t,7.cbyGOOglC 



by Google 



byGooglc 



byGooglc 






■.^ 






'A-. *^ o,« .y 









/>;•. ** ^-i 't 



j»,' ,.,.*' ** 'yi^.' y ■% 









K 



■>i\ *,. i» .y 






^•. <i. 












?.• .^>' 



>-» 






.-<' .V 






'^-^•^.^^f 






<^. <.* 



.t^-'. 



r,-,,..-v •"«!?•;** \'--l^. 



v: 






\* ... 






























i.- 






•• -^ \V •* 


















"OK 









fJAN 7 O'f 

^ ST.^UGl/STINE ^-V 

t FLA. * *.^ 

r3zoa4 . . 






...... 



»-„,V .V-^^ES-. '*. .< 



byGooglc 



